
 

 

 

 

 

The Amwell Society campaigns to protect and 

promote the area and its architectural heritage and to 

encourage a sense of community The Society serves  

Pentonville Road, Penton Rise, King's Cross Road, 

Farringdon Road Rosebery Avenue and St. John 

Street and all the streets within the area. 

  The Society is open to all residents. 

For information about becoming a member,  

telephone 020 7837 0988. 
 

Chairman –Gerard Sproston 

Secretary – Elizabeth Thornton 

Treasurer - Jane Wainwright 

Newsletter editor – David Sulkin  

 

March 2010.                                   

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 20th April at 7.30pm   

Our Most Holy Redeemer Church, 

Exmouth Market  

“The work of the  

London Metropolitan archives”.  
 
 

he AGM will be held at the church of Our Most Holy Redeemer, 

Exmouth Market.  Elizabeth Scudder, the principal archivist [access] 

will be talking about the work of the Archives and she will provide 

information concerning the type of records that are held in the Archive, their 

users and the work the Archive does with educational groups. Elizabeth will 

illustrate the talk with slides of some of most interesting and treasured items, 

such as the earliest document in the collection from c.1067.  AGM at 7.30pm 

with Elizabeth Scudder’s talk at 8.00pm.  Refreshments will be served. 
 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 
 

From Open House...to Open-City 
 

From 26
th
 March 2010 Open House will change its name to Open-City. Over 

the last 17 years Open House has grown from the world famous annual 

weekend event, Open House London, to become the leading independent 

architecture education organisation which champions the value of great 

design throughout the city. 
 

Open-City is at the heart of creating better places - homes, schools, public 

spaces and neighbourhoods - and has chosen its new name to reflect this. 

Open-City is involved in training, advice, campaigns and public programmes 

to reach everyone involved in shaping London for the better. Drawing on 

expertise, experience and research Open City has worked with decision-

makers, planning councillors, designers and those across the community 

sharing an understanding that good design can not only capture the 

imagination, but change the way we relate to neighbours, create new 

employment and reinvigorate neglected areas.  Open-City really is about 

opening eyes, minds and doors! 
 

As part of this name change a hustings is to be held with government 

ministers, debating architecture policy for a well-designed city.  Architecture 

is a key part of our culture, yet there is no overall policy for it in England. 

This is an chance to challenge ministers responsible for architecture policy on 

the built environment in their manifestos and for future policy. 

 

 

Clerkenwell 

Parochial 

School 

he governors at 

Clerkenwell Parochial 

School are delighted to 

announce that the Acting 

headteacher, Mat O’Brien, has been 

appointed as the permanent head.  

Matt, worked with Ann Dwulit of 

St. Luke’s CofE Primary School, 

Old Street, to steer CPS towards 

recovery. Everything is now set fair.  

The school is now a ‘Good’ school 

as measured by OfSTED with the 

potential to reach ‘Outstanding’.  At 

the end of last year the school was 

rated the second highest achieving 

school in Islington and as a result 

Matt was invited to Downing Street 

to meet the Prime Minister.  For two 

consecutive years, children from 

CPS have sung in the open-air at the 

later opening of the shops in 

Amwell Street at Christmas-time.   

Last year Years 5 and 6 children 

visited an Oxford College to see 

what university life is like.  Children 

take part in a debating circle run by 

the law firm, Lovells, and the Vicar 

of St. James’ Clerkenwell and the 

Priest-in- Charge of Our Most Holy 

Redeemer Clerkenwell, Father Paul 

Bagott support the Christian values 

of the school. 

 

Come to Great Amwell 

on 9th May.  The Amwell 

and the Chadwell are 

the source of the New 

River that arrived at 

the New River Head on 

29th September 1613. 
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From Civic Trust to Civic Voice 

 

ivic Voice is the new name of the Civic Trust.  As part of its new 

approach, Civic Voice is launching the Love Local campaign on 17
th
 

April to celebrate what is attractive, enjoyable and distinctive about 

where people live and what makes them proud to be there.  Civic Voice wants 

to start by hearing our views.  Tony Burton of Civic Voice has asked us to 

forward a link to the Civic Voice Love Local survey.  He says “The more 

answers we get from your area, the better. This will allow us to build up a 

picture of what your community loves locally and how it compares with the 

rest of the country.”  

   

There is a link below to a short survey asking us to tell Tony and all at Civic 

Voice what we love about living here.  Responding to the survey will help 

build a picture which will encourage others to give voice to their feelings too.  

The survey should take no more than 10 minutes to complete and we Civic 

Voice will use the results to help its campaign for places to be more 

attractive, enjoyable and distinctive.  If you are able to attach digital 

photographs to the survey, it will help bring things to life. Photographs should 

be e-mailed to info@civicvoice.org.uk and they may be used on the Civic 

Voice website.  If you have time, please visit the survey at 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/lovelocalcampaign  and support the Love Local 

campaign. 

  

The first results will be announced at the official launch of Civic Voice on 

17th April.  Every completed survey respondent will be entered into a 

prize draw to receive a signed copy of Griff Rhys Jones' latest book Rivers 

and £100 to be given to the civic society of your choice. 

  

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 

Day-trip to Great Amwell 
 

embers are invited to come on a day-trip to meet members of the 

other Amwell Society in Great Amwell, Hertfordshire on Sunday 

9
th
 May.  We shall be the guests of Anne and David Hardy.  We 

aim to hire a small coach to take us there and back.  The coach will depart 

from St, Mark’s Mydellton Square at 11.00. We will allow plenty of time 

for getting out of London and returning.  On arrival in Great Amwell at about 

12.30, we’ll have lunch.  You can bring a picnic or there is a very good pub in 

the village.  The day will include: 

 

• A walk by the river leading to the church. 

• In the churchyard are buried members of the Mydellton and the 

Milne families. 

• Village walk.   

• Tea in the Village Hall 

• Optional visit to the bird sanctuary. 

 

We will leave for home at about 17.00.  The cost will be in the region of 

£12.00 payable on the day. 

 

Several members have already said that they would like to come.  Others may 

want to join in now.  If you have not already signed up and would like to, 

please e-mail or telephone David Sulkin.  david@davidsulkin.co.uk   

020 7837 3444 by Saturday 24
th
 April. 

 

 

Postcards 
 

ember Susannah Clapp 

asks “Does anyone have 

old postcards of 

Clerkenwell and Finsbury? Either 

written on, or not? Or early 

correspondence on postcards sent 

from or received in the area (it 

doesn’t matter what the images on 

the cards are or where they came 

from).  Any cards, for example, 

that mention what it was like here 

during the war, or that have any 

reference to the area’s radical 

tradition? 

I am doing some research into 

postcards, both the images and the 

message, and want to include a 

section on Clerkenwell and 

Finsbury.  Any sustained 

correspondence from elsewhere is 

also of interest, as are any 

historically arresting or bizarre 

images.  I also want to mention 

card collectors: does anyone know 

of any interesting collections – 

beautiful or peculiar?”  

 

Contact Susannah at her e-mail 

address clappx@globalnet.co.uk 

or 07762 073831 

 

KEEP FIT CLASSES ON 

MARGERY STREET ESTATE 
 

Some excellent classes are taking 

place in the Margery Street Estate 

Community Room (entrance at the 

bottom of Margery Street). If you 

would like to attend please call the 

trainers to discuss this with them.  
 

Beginners Yoga: Tuesdays 5.30: call 

Jude 0727493951  

Intermediate Yoga: Tuesday 7.45: 

call Jude 0727493951 

Pilates: Tuesday Lunchtime: call 

Victoria on 07967479359  

Keep Fit Class for women: 

Thursday 6.00pm call Fizz on 0207 

6891380 
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The Clerkenwell Safer 

Neighbourhood Panel 
 

ember, Ben Morris who is Chair of the Clerkenwell Safer 

Neighbourhood Panel asks “Ever wondered what you can do 

about crime in the neighbourhood?”  Clerkenwell Safer 

Neighbourhoods Panel is a group of community members who meet every 

two months to determine priorities for the five police officers dedicated to 

the Clerkenwell area. We help to set the policing priorities of Sergeant John 

Sherlock, who may just have the best name in the business, as well as two 

constables and two police community support officers.  
 

We can have a real impact on our community. We are working on 

introducing a controlled drinking zone around Vernon Square, for 

instance, which will give police increased powers in that area to stop anti-

social drinking behaviour.  We are also working on decreasing crime in 

Exmouth Market, which is especially important during the summer months 

when pickpocketing, handbag and bike theft tend to increase. We've also 

asked the police to focus on motor vehicle break-ins and theft of motor 

vehicles (typically mopeds) which has increased recently.   

 

We aim to represent the broad swath of communities and groups who live 

and work in Clerkenwell. So with that in mind I'd like to welcome Darian 

Mitchell to the panel. Darian, an Amwell Society committee member.  She 

will join us in reviewing crime statistics for our neighbourhood, and setting 

the priorities for Sergeant Sherlock. If you have particular concerns please 

ensure Darian knows about them. dariandelia@blueyonder.co.uk or visit 

www.met.police.uk/teams/islington/clerkenwell  Safer Neighbourhood Police 

Officers focus on our long term aim to make Clerkenwell a great place to live, 

work and visit. 

 

Ben Morris says “In an emergency you should dial 999, for all other calls to 

the Metropolitan Police Service please dial 0300 123 1212”.  

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - ::   

Finsbury Health Centre 

 

embers of the campaign, Save Finsbury Health Centre, picketed 

outside the NHS Islington (PCT) headquarters at 338 Goswell Rd 

before their last Executive Board meeting.  

 

Chief Executive, Rachel Tyndall, ruled out a presentation of the results of the 

LBI’s Health and Wellbeing Committee’s [HWB] exhaustive investigation of 

the PCT’s case for selling Finsbury Health Centre and the alternatives for 

refurbishing it by HWB Chair, Martin Klute.  Negotiations to get the 

presentation heard and discussed by board members were attempted.   

 

In any event, despite the agenda allegedly being ‘too full’ to discuss the 

HWB’s investigation into Finsbury Health Centre, there was a discussion of 

Polyclinics, including a new one planned for South Islington.  This was 

scheduled in Part II of the meeting, when: “as publicity on items contained in 

Part II of the agenda would be prejudicial to public interest by reason of their 

confidential nature - representatives of the press and members of the public 

should be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.”  So, it seemed that 

public discussions of issues central to the organisation of public healthcare 

are now ‘prejudicial to the public interest.’ You couldn’t make it up. 

 

Welcome to new 

members 
 

• Richard Doyle, Amwell Street 

• Daniel and Rachel Anning, Lloyd 

Baker Street 

• Jane Bell, Myddelton Square 

• Patrick and Claudia Lynch, 

Claremont Square 

• Peter & Francesca Kornicki, 

Granville Square 

  

We now have 185 households in 

membership with 22 out-of-town, 4 

complimentary and 3 overseas 

members.  We estimate that there are at 

least two people in each household 

meaning that the newsletter reaches at 

least 425 people.  

 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 

Percy Circus 

improvements 

e are pleased to hear 

that London Borough of 

Islington is planning to 

carry out improvement works to 

Percy Circus. Architect, Janis 

Malcomson has drawn up 

proposals, including plans and a 

report, which will be displayed to 

the public at an Open Day in Percy 

Circus on Saturday 22
nd
 May 

between 2:00 - 6:00pm. We hope 

that as many local residents as 

possible will attend, so that we can 

discuss the proposals with them 

and benefit from their ideas and 

opinions. 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - ::   

Hot cross buns!  

Hot cross buns! 

One a penny two a 

penny –  

Hot cross buns 

If you have no 

daughters, give 

them to your sons 

One a penny two a 

penny –  

Hot cross buns 
 

From Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes
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Amwell Society Annual Accounts for 2009 
               

INCOME & EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 2009           

    2009      2008    

  Income  Expenditure  

Net 

income  Income  Expenditure  

Net 

income  

              

  £  £  £  £  £  £  

Members subscriptions (1) 749.00    749.00  572.00    572.00   

Social functions    -74.64  -74.64    -34.36  -34.36   

Donations and 

subscriptions  15.00  -155.00  -140.00  25.00  -155.00  -130.00   

Bank interest  2.51    2.51  37.62    37.62   

St Helena Garden    -160.20  -160.20  5005.00  -4996.96  8.04   

AGM          -110.03  -110.03   

Photocopying & 

stationary    -207.66  -207.66    -165.54  -165.54   

Postage    -112.07  -112.07         

Website    -76.07  -76.07    -57.88  -57.88   

Walk booklet  142.00    142.00  84.00    84.00   

Naoroji plaque    -408.50  -408.50         

Misc  7.25    7.25  0.25  -30.26  -30.01   

  915.76  -1194.14    5723.87  -5550.03     

Net income for year      -278.38      173.84   

               

               

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 

DECEMBER 2009            

      2009      2008  

Cash at bank or on 

hand      £2,247.43      £2,524.69   

Petty cash      -£9.91      -£8.79   

               

Total assets      £2,237.52      £2,515.90   

               

RESERVES               

Income brought 

forward      £2,515.90    £2,342.06     

Net income for the year      -£278.38    £173.84     

               

Income reserves c/fwd      £2,237.52    £2,515.90     

               

Jane Wainwright               

Treasurer               

               

I have examined the accounts of the Society and certify that the above accounts are in accordance therewith.     

               

Mary Berg               

Date               

               

  (1) Three year subscriptions collected in              

               

2009 £665               

2008  £515               
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