
 
 

The Amwell Society campaigns to protect and promote the area and 
its architectural heritage and to encourage a sense of community. 
The Society serves Pentonville Road, Penton Rise, King's Cross 

Road, Farringdon Road Rosebery Avenue and St. John Street and 
all the streets within the area. 

  The Society is open to all residents. 
For information about becoming a member,  

telephone 020 7837 0988. 
 

Chairman –Gerard Sproston 
Secretary – Elizabeth Thornton 
Treasurer - Jane Wainwright 

Newsletter editor – David Sulkin  
 

March 2008.                                   

Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 30th April at 

7.30pm  
“The work of the Urdang 

Academy of Dance and Music 
Theatre”. 

Finsbury Town Hall 
 
 

e are delighted that the Urdang Academy of Dance and Music 
Theatre has generously offered to host the AGM and to make a 
presentation about their work now based at Finsbury Town Hall. 

The Academy was founded by Leonie Urdang in 1973 in Shelton Street, 
Covent Garden.  Mme  Urdang passionately wanted to promote the teaching 
of Russian ballet.  Passion still defines the Urdang approach to students 
and their education. The focus has since expanded to cover the widest 
range of dance and musical theatre.  Now the Academy welcomes students 
of all backgrounds and works to break down barriers to opportunities so 
that young people can train to the highest possible professional level.  
Students can take a degree and leave Urdang with high-level performance 
skills and a solid qualification.   

We will hear from staff at the Academy and from students too concerning 
the work that they undertake.  Examples of classwork will be shown to 
Society members.  This promises to be a very special AGM getting to 
know our neighbours at the Academy and getting a glimpse of the world of 
contemporary performing arts training.  After the Urdang presentation 
refreshments will be served.  

Additionally members will be able to see the interior of Finsbury Town 
Hall.  For many, Finsbury Town Hall has a special place in local history.  
It was built in 1895 for the progressive local administration that benefited 
so much from the rates paid by the long-gone London gin distilleries.  In 
the 1960s Finsbury was absorbed into the London Borough of Islington. 

   

 
Finsbury Town Hall, Rosebery Avenue 

Riceyman Steps – 
Slide show on 

line. 
embers may recollect 
that the Society 
collaborated with the 

Arnold Bennett Society and the 
London Ryan Hotel to place a 
green plaque on the hotel to mark 
the spot in Bennett’s 1923 novel 
Riceyman Steps where the 
protagonist’s bookshop stood.  
You can still see the plaque on the 
front of what is now the 
Farringdon Travelodge.   

Not long ago a RADA student, 
Michelle Cussens, who had been 
working on a dramatisation of the 
novel made a PowerPoint 
presentation as part of her MA.  
That presentation can now be seen 
on the Amwell Society website 
www.amwellsociety.co.uk  It was 
adapted for web use by our 
webmaster Zac Best.  Thanks Zac.  
So if you don’t know much about 
Bennett or Riceyman Steps have a 
look at the site.  It may encourage 
you to read this evocative novel 
about poverty and miserliness.  
You’ll find the slide show under 
the History section on the website.  
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:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - ::  
Welcome to new members 

 
¥ Sally Stote, Shrewsbury. 
¥ Douglas and Caroline Wadkin, Amwell Street. 
¥ Rowena Smith, The Old China Hand, Wilmington Square. 
¥ Juliet Johnson, Laycock Street. 
 
Membership is still £10 for three years for local members.  £6 for seniors. Other rates for out-
of-towners 

Councillor George Allen gives 
assurances on street cleaning 

ember Francois Smid who is also Chair of the Margery Street 
Estate Tenants’ and Residents’ Association wrote to Cllr Allen 
in mid-February. “I have been meaning to write to you all for 

some time regarding the poor standard of street cleanliness and the huge 
amount of dog mess in our area. It is embarrassing taking visitors for 
walks in Islington which now verges on the filthy.  I have heard that the 
council is trying to devise a policy re dog fouling.  Can you tell me what is 
happening?  Also is there anything that can be done be the amount of litter 
lying in the streets. How often are the streets swept? I walk around 
keeping an eye on litter in the areas and it seems as if streets are swept no 
more than once a week. Are the standards of cleanliness and who monitors 
it?” 

George quickly replied with the helpful following information…”Dogs.  
Fortunately, the Council has recently completed a major review of its policies 
on dogs, following a review by one of the scrutiny committees. The Executive 
approved last month a new dog strategy and control orders, which are now 
just completing their final, statutory consultation phase. You can see the 
relevant papers on the Council website under the Executive for 11th January. 
 www.islington.gov.uk This is led by my colleague Cllr Ruth Polling.  When 
all this is in place, the Council will be able to impose £50 fixed penalties on 
wrongdoers; it rises to £80 if not paid promptly”. 
 
“Litter.  The streets of Clerkenwell are indeed swept regularly.  If there is a 
problem, the thing to do is to call Contact Islington (020 7527 2000) and say 
so; this means you never need to know exactly who to deal with in the street 
management service and get lucky in calling him/her direct. Requests for 
extra cleaning are monitored so that trends can be spotted. There are 
standards and performance is measured.  There is even a "street sweeper of 
the year" award, which our Clerkenwell sweepers regularly win!”  
[Remember our star street sweeper from 2003?  Graham McIntosh won the 
Street Sweeper of the Year awards as a result of a Society nomination. Ed.] 
 
“The key officer in street management on litter/refuse collection services 
in our area is David Rawlings and I know he is very willing to come and 
meet people on site to discuss the issues.  In a similar way to the dog 
nuisance, there are plans afoot to levy fixed penalties for littering, and we 
have hired additional staff to do this. We are I think sweeping the streets 
far more intensively than ever before - but I agree we haven't yet started 
preventing rather than curing the problem.  It only takes some particularly 
insensitive individual to discard a lot of litter - and a high wind - for a 
recently-swept street to look awful again.  Do let me know if you have a 
specific, persistent problem in mind and we can get something going on 
both dogs and litter”. 

Thanks both to Francois and to George for this helpful correspondence.  
Members mention do-fouling and litter very often as a problem in our area. 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 
- :: 

usan Friesner writes “Richard 
Gauntlet who died of cancer 
last August at the age of 59 

lived at the Clerkenwell Project in 
Cumberland Gardens from its 
inception in 1990 as a home for 
former residents of Frien Barnet 
Hospital.  Richard was a familiar 
figure in the local community making 
his way to Chapel Market or to Our 
Most Holy Redeemer in Exmouth 
Market.  Richard experienced 
problems but he was essentially 
good-hearted which was recognised 
by friends and neighbours who 
attended his funeral and will miss 
him”.   
www.foodat52.co.uk 

 

embers Emily & John  
Benbow have started 
a cooking school at 52 

Great Percy, called Food at 52.   

They write “The school offers two 
types of courses, a full day from 
10 to 3 or lunchtime express from 
12.00 to 2. Students dine on a feast 
of the food they have prepared 
accompanied by selected wines 
and coffee and biscuits. 

Each course is Ôhands onÕ with 
classes limited to a maximum of 8. 
This means that you get lots of 
attention an opportunity to learn 
by doing and make new friends. 

The courses include Fish & 
Seafood, Flavours of Thailand, 
Authentic Morocco, Stress Free 
Dinner Parties and Italian. 
Coming soon are Tapas and 
Paella and a Back to Basics 
course for starter teenage/young 
adult cooks.  

Courses cost £85 for a full day 
and £55 for the Lunchtime 
Express. Included is all food, 
wine, equipment, aprons and 
recipes. To market the school 
locally we would like to offer 
Society members two places for 
the price of one on any course 
booked by the end of April 2008. 
Also we occasionally have last 
minute availability that we would 
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be willing to fill with members for a nominal fee. If you would be 
interested in being on a list of people we could call less than 24 hours 
before the class e-mail info@foodat52.co.uk or Õphone on 07814 027067.  

We also offer vouchers which make a great gift for birthdays, weddings or 
Ôthank youÕ. John also provides paella for parties of up to 50. Ideal for the 
summer! 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 
Hot Cross Buns 

If you need a recipe for Hot Cross Buns for Good Friday go to 
www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/database/hotcrossbuns_397.shtml 

Colin Bailey’s views of St. Pancras 
before its renaissance 

 
olin Bailey is an artist and printmaker living and working in Hastings, 
East Sussex after living in Rye for ten years and Kings Cross, London 
for fifteen years. Originally an etcher, and still with a printmaker’s 

instinct for multiple images, Colin has embraced the advance of recent 
technology through the use of digital photography, high resolution scanning 
and archival quality giclée printing.  While Colin was a resident of Stanley 
Buildings he worked on views of St, Pancras one of which is shown here.  
The views are evocative of a moment in the station’s history recently passed 
and although St. Pancras has taken pride of place as the Cathedral of the 
Railway Age, when it was run-down and shabby, forgotten and crumbling, it 
had a special charm.  Colin’s work captures that time.  He says of his work… 
 
“St Pancras Station has regained 
its former grandeur with its 
opening as an international 
station by Eurostar.  I have now 
decided to reissue my 1980s St. 
Pancras Station etchings as 
limited edition giclŽe prints and 
greetings cards. In doing so I 
have taken the opportunity to 
Òdigitally re-masterÓ the images 
ever so slightly and remove some 
of the more annoying scratches 
and foul biting that has irked me 
for years. Personally, I am 
extremely pleased with the result 
but for anyone who would prefer 
the original etching: Please do 
not hesitate to contact me: 
artist@ryepress.com”                                          St. Pancras looking east. 
 
You can look at the whole catalogue of Colin’s work at www.ryepress.com 
where you can also order St. Pancras greetings card on-line. 
 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 
A house, not a public house. 

 
he Percy Arms has been sold and will be developed into a single 
occupancy dwelling house.  This is good 
news for residents of Great Percy Street 

and Cumberland Gardens since modern pubs 
are rarely quiet havens these days.  Ena Norris, 

who used to live in Wharton 
Cottages, told of wartime when the 
Percy Arms provided a refuge and a 
centre for our community.  She said 
that “All sorts of people gathered 
there.  This went on well after the war 
was over”.  In those days lots of 
artists who worked at Sadler’s Wells 
lived in the area as well as working 
people who rented rooms in the larger 
houses in multiple occupation, like 
those in Granville Square.  The focus 
of their social life was at the Percy 
Arms.  Ena came to Wharton 
Cottages in 1942 after a bomb 
destroyed the house she was living in, 
in Copenhagen Street.  “I knew a 
bomb had dropped when I saw the 
fireplace coming towards me” said 
Ena who was under a table at the time 
while her husband, a fireman, was on 
duty near St. Paul’s.     
Redevelopment of 
the Angel Centre 

 
arry Cole, original member 
and past committee member 
of the Society and an author 

writes….”I had an invitation to an 
exhibition of proposals to refurbish 
and extend the Angel Centre [on the 
corner of Pentonville Road and St. 
John Street] also known as the 
ÔBrown BlobÕ.   
 
Built for BT it replaced an uncared-
for 19th century terrace of shops.  
There were also a couple of alleys Ð 
Goose Yard and Field Place.  
Everything about the Centre was on a 
faux-grand scale Ð the outer shiny, 
opaque dark-brown cladding Ð the 
ground floor walled.     
 
At the exhibition we were told that , 
The Centre is under-used and the 
outer border spaces only relieved by 
trees which, over time have managed 
to almost hide the building 
completely.  The only visible activity, 
during the buildingÕs life which 
attracted local attention was the bi-
annual assembly in Myddelton 
Square of the staff for fire practice.  
In the last couple of years these were 
accompanied by clouds of cigarette 
smoke. 
 
It is interesting to note that the client 
for the renovation is the New River 
Company [now Thames Water].  The 
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NRC once owned all the property in the immediate area.  The pro bono 
publico result may be the creation of more green space bordering the St. John 
Street frontage with cafŽs, shops and public access to the gardens.  It can, 
despite the fact that it will now be clad in LondonÕs ubiquitous glass, only be 
an improvement.  New hornbeam trees will replace the originals which are 
diseased.  Pointed out, when asked, that we were not only locals but that my 
wife had lived in the area all her life and that the original terrace had been 

the site of her fatherÕs tailorÕs shop Ð 
Alf Myers, of the Young YoungÕs 
Chinese Restaurant, a hairdressers, 
an Italian cafŽ, a few clothes shops 
and haberdashery.  There was also, I 
seem to remember, a tobacconists 
combined with a sweet shop”. 

Amwell Society Annual Accounts 2007. 
  

Balance sheet    
    
Accumulated fund 2005 2006 2007 
Balance 1st January £4,050.74 £3,429.78 £2,699.51 
Surplus/Deficit -  £620.96 -£  730.27 -£357.45 
Balance 31st December £3,429.78 £2,699.51 £2,342.06 
    
Current account £3,411.71 £2,723.11 £2,299.76 
Cash in hand £    18.07 -£    23.60 £42.30 
Total £3,429.78 £2,699.51 £2,342.06 
    
Stock of post cards valued at £       6.60 £       1.00 £8.00 
Stock of booklets   £564.75 
    
Income and expenditure for the year 2005 2006 2007 
Income    
Members' subscriptions £   657.00 £    507.00 £ 614.00 
Donations received £   367.00 £    161.50 £   50.00 
Bank interest £     62.89 £      13.41 £    28.65 
Social functions £     91.90  £       0.00 
Filming  £1,200.00 £       0.00 
St Helena Garden project  £2,083.16 £   250.00 
Walk booklet   £   327.00 
Misc. £     32.00  £   331.50 
Total income £1,210.79 £3,965.07 £1,601.15 
Expenditure    
Social functions £    74.38 £     50.65 £    39.72 
AGM £    73.99 £     41.91 £    62.99 
Subscriptions to other societies £   170.00 £  195.00 £  203.00 
Photocopying £   124.80 £  190.32 £  272.44 
Stationery & postage £     70.42 £    93.73 £    85.95 
Donations £   250.00   
St Helena Garden project £   442.16 £4,123.73  
Website £     94.00   
Walk booklet   £   753.00 
Misc. £   532.00  £   541.50 
Total expenditure £1,831.75 £4,695.34 £1,958.60 
Surplus/deficit -£  620.96 -£  730.27 -£   357.48 
    
I have examined the accounts of the Society and certify them to be in accordance herewith. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Mary Berg.  Hon Auditor 
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Don’t forget.  The date of the AGM is Wednesday 
30th April at Finsbury Town Hall from 7.30pm. 

After the AGM you’ll be able to learn about 
 

“The work of the 
Urdang Academy of 

Dance and Music 
Theatre”     

 


